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ACTION ARA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-03 H-01 INR-05 L-01 

NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 RSC-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 

USIA-06 AID-05 OMB-01 EB-04 TRSE-00 10-04 DRC-01 /067 W 

052261 

R 191501Z OCT 74 
FM AMEMBASSY QUITO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2920 
INFO AMCONSUL GUAYAQUIL 

UNCLAS QUITO 6946 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, OAS, EC, US 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENT, FONMIN PUBLICLY ACCEPT SECRETARY'S 
NON-ATTENDANCE AT QUITO MFM 

1. IN HIS OCTOBER 17 PRESS CONFERENCE (REPORTED SEPARATELY) 
PRESIDENT RODRIGUEZ IN A BRIEF EXCHANGE CHARACTERIZED AS 
"JUSTIFIED" SECRETARY KISSINGER'S NON-ATTENDANCE AT THE 
FORTHCOMING QUITO OAS MFM. LATER THE SAME DAY, SPEAKING 
BEFORE A TELEVISION INTERVIEWER, FONMIN LUCIO PAREDES MADE 
THE SAME POINT. ALSO NOTING THAT "WHAT DR. KISSINGER SAID 

IN HIS LETTER IS TRUE" - I.E., THAT THE SECRETARY HAD 
MADE OTHER ARRANGEMENTS BEFORE THE MFM DATE WAS SET; "I 
REGRET HIS ABSENCE", LUCIO PAREDES SAID, "BUT THOSE ARE 
THE INTERNATIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES". HE DECLINED TO COMMENT 
ON PRESS ACCOUNTS PURPORTING TO EXPLAIN THE 
SECRETARY'S ABSENCE, CALLING THEM "SPECULATION". 

2. BOTH RODRIGUEZ AND LUCIO PAREDES INDICATED THEIR 
EXPECTATION OF A SUCCESSFUL MEETING, ONE WHICH WOULD 
CONTRIBUTE TO LATIN AMERICAN UNITY. THEY EMPHASIZED 
ECUADOR'S PREFERENCE FOR ADHERING TO THE OAS RULES 
OF THE GAME AND THEIR EXPECTATION THAT, SINCE THE 
CIRCUMSTANCES WHICH WARRANTED THEIR IMPOSITION 
HAD CHANGED, THE CUBAN SANCTIONS WOULD BE LIFTED, 
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LEAVING OAS MEMBERS FREE TO ESTABLISH RELATIONS WITH 
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CUBA AS THEY SEE FIT. 
BREWSTER 
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